244                     BOTHWELL               [ACT in.

When you came forth, and the queen parted thence
And hither to the bridal.

BothwdL                        By this hand,

I came upon him glooming and withdrawn
Up in a nook with face as of one hanged,
And asked what ailed him to put on that gloom
Or make such countenance there before the queen ?
And I would handle him in such sort, I said,
As he was never in his life ; by God,
I had the mind to do it; and he, My lord^
I care not what thing now ye do to ;;/<f,
And craved he might get Alienee to bed, as sick,
But that I would not: then as ye twain saw
When came the wind and thunder of the blast
That blew the fool forth who took wing for death,
Down my knave drops me flatlong, with his hair
Aghast as hedgehogs' prickles, and A/as,
My lord, what thing is this ? and He had seen
Great enterprises^ marry, and many of them.
Bid never one that scared him so as Mis;
And such a thing would -never have goad end?
And I should see it; by God I hud a will
To have set my dagger here into him, but yet
I drew it not forth.

Ormiston.               I doubt you did not well;

;Tis of such stuff that time makes talebearers*

BothwelL    I would not strike him for old service"

sake,

Were he more dangerous to me; but, God help,
What hurt here can he do us ?   I tell you, sirs,